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A Family Feast
In the Lord’s Supper the individual Christian is spiritually nourished by the body and blood of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16). The Supper is also (and primarily) intended to unify and strengthen the family of God. It is a family feast because—
1.
Only family members may receive it

A.
They believe the fundamental doctrines
B.
They have entered into the new covenant
2.
It is served to the gathered family (11:17-22, 34)
A.
It is not for individuals
B.
It is not for casual groups
3.
It levels all classes in the family
Those who maintain class distinctions (11:22)—
A.
Despise the church of God
Galatians 3:26-29
B.
Shame the children of God

James 2:1-6
4.
It calls for reconciliation in the family
A.
Examine your relation to the body (11:27-29)
The body = the church (10:17; 12:12-13, 27)
B.
Correct your relation to the members

For Private Meditation or Family Discussion
1.
What was the most important or helpful thing you heard in the sermon?

2.
What questions did the sermon raise in your mind?
3.
What should you do if there is unresolved conflict between you and another member of the family of God (Matthew 5:23-26)? Can all such cases be resolved? How far should you push the issue if your brother or sister in Christ does not respond? When should you just let it drop?
4.
Have you ever been in a situation, or can you envision a situation, in which you would not feel comfortable sharing in the Lord’s Supper? Though 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 relates to spiritual fellowship with pagans, might it also apply to receiving the Lord’s Supper in some churches?
5.
In our church, we encourage people who are saved to be baptized and to join the church before they partake of the Lord’s Supper? Why does this make sense? Do you have questions about this policy?
6.
We also encourage visiting Christians to share in the Lord’s Supper with us if they are qualified to take it in the church where they belong—even if their church’s practice of baptism does not correspond with ours. How does this policy correspond to the truths of Ephesians 4:1-6?
